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. By -Jfaac Bicker flag Elq; 





From Thurfday Offober 5. to Saturday Offober 7. 1710. 


From my own Apartment, O€fober 6. 


HAVE Reafon to belicve, that certain of 
my Contemporaries have made Ufe of an Art 
(1 fome Time ago profeffed ) of being often 
defignedly dull; and for that Reafon fhall 
not exert my felf when I fee them lazy. He 
tht has fo much to {truggle with as the Man who 
pretends to cenfure others, mult keep up his Fire 
for an Onict, and may be allowed to carry his 
Arms a little carelefly upon dn ordinary March. 
This Paper therefore thall be takem up by my Cor- 
seipondenis, Two of whiclt have fent me the Two 
following plain, but fenfible and honeft Letters, 
upon Subjects no lefs important than thote of Edu- 
cation and Devotion. 


SIR, 


I AM an old Man, fetired from all Acquain- 
tance with the Town, but what I have from 
your Papers (not the worft Entertainment of my 
Ulitude s) yet being ftill a Well-wifher to my 
Country and the Commonwealth of Learning, 
(aqua, confitcor, nullam eAZtatis mee Partem abbor- 
rife; ) and hoping the plain Phrafe in Writing, 
that was current in my younger Days, would have 
lafted for my Time, lin ftartled at the Picture 
of modern Politenefs (tranfinitted by your inge- 
nious Corsefpondent ) and grieved to fee our Srer- 
ling Englifh Language fallen into the Hands of 
Clippers and Coynees. That mutilated Epiftle, con- 
fiting of Hippo, Rep’s, and fuch like enormous 
Curtsilings, was a mortifying Spectacle, but with 
the Reierve of Comfort to find this, and other 
Abufes of our Mother-Tangue, {o pathetically 
complained of, and to the proper Perion tor re- 
drefling them, the Cenior of Great Britain. 

He. had before repretented “ the deplorable Ig- 
“norance that for feveral Years paft has reigned 
* ainongit our Englijb Writers, the great Depravity 
“ of our Tait, and continual Corruption of our 
“Style:” But, Sir, before you give your felf the 
Trouble of prefcribing Remedies for theie Diftem- 
pers (which you own will require the greatett Care 
and Application ) give me Leave (having long had 
my Eye upon thete Mifchicfs, and Thoughts exer- 
tited about them ) to mention what 1 humbly con- 
teive to be the Caulfe of them, and in your Friend 
Horace's Words; Quo Fonte derivata Clades in Pa- 
trigw Populumaue flaxit. = 
: Itake our corrupt Ways of Writing to proceed 
fom the Miftakes and wrong Meafures in our com- 
mon Methods of Edacation, which t always looked 
upon as one of our National Grievances, and a 
Singularity that renders us nd lefs than our Situation, 


— Penitus toto divifos Orbe Britannos. 


This puts me upon confulting the moft celebrated 
ticks on that Subject, to compare our Practice 


with their Precepts, and find where it was that we 
came fhort or went wide. 

But after all, 1 found our Cafe required fome- 
thing more than thete Dostors had direéted, and 
the principal Defect of our Englifh Difcipline to lie 
in the Jnitiatory Part, which, although it needs the 
greateft Care and Skill, @ ufually left to the Con- 
duct of jthofe blind Guides, viz. Chance and Ig- 
norance, 

I fall trouble you with buta fingle Inftance, 

urfuant to what your fagacious Friend has faid, 
That he “ could furnith you with a Catalogue of 
* Englifo Books, that would coft you a Hundred 

; Pounds at firtt Hand, tvherein you could not 
“ find Ten Lines together of common Grammar, 
which is a neceflary Confequence of our Mifma- 
nagement in that Province. 

._ For «can any Thing be more abfurd than our 
Way of Proceeding in this Part of Literature? To 
pufh tender Wits into the intricate Mazes of Gram- 
mar, and a Latin Grammar ? To learn an unknown 
Art by an unknown Tongue? To carry them a 
dark Round-about Way to let them in at a Back- 
Door ? Whereas by teaching them firft the Gram- 
mar of their Mother-Tongue ( {0 eafy to be learned ) 
their Advance to the Grammars of Latin and Greek 
would be gradual and eafy ; but our precipitate 
Way of hurrying them over fuch a Galph, before 
we have built them a Bridge to it, is a Shock to 
their weak Underftandings, which they feldom, or 
very late, recover. In the mean time we wrong 
Nature, and flander Infants, who want neither 
Capacity nor Will to learn, till we put them upon 
Service beyond their Strength, and then indeed we 
baulk them. 

The Liberal Arts and Sciences are all beautiful as 
the Graces ; nor has Grammar (the fevere Mother of 
all) fo frightful a Face of ker Own; ‘tis the Viz- 
zard put upon it that cares Children. She is made 
to {peak hard Words that to them found like Con- 
juring. Let her talk intelligibly, and they will li- 
{ten to her. 

In this, I think, as on other Accounts, we thew 
our felves true Britains, always overlooking our 
natural Advantages. It has been the Practice of 
witelt Nations to learn their own Language by fta- 
ted Rules, to avoid the Confufion that would fol- 
low from leaving it to Vulgar Ule. Our Englijh 
Tongue (fays a learned Man) is the moft determi- 
Nate in Its Cootenbionand reducible to the feweft 
Rules: Whatever Language his leis Grammar in 
it is not intelligible, and whatever has more, all 
that it has more 1s fuperfluous ; for which Reafons 
he would have it made the Foundation of learning 
Latin and all other Languages. 

To {peak and write without Abfurdity the Lan- 
guage of one’s Country is commendable in Perfons 
of all Stations, and to tome indifpenfibly neceflary ; 
and to this Purpofe I would recommend above all 
Things the having a Grammar of our on 
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firft taught in our Schools, which would facilitate 
our Youths learning their Latin and Greek Gram- 
vars, with {pare Time for Arithmetick, Aftrono- 
my, Cofinography, Hiltory, @c. that would make 
them pais the Spring of their Life with Profit ‘and 
Pleafure, that is now miterably {pent in Grammati- 
cal Perplexities. .  , 

But here, methinks, I fee the Reader fmile, and 
ready toask ine (as the Lawyer did Sexton Diego on 
his bequeathing rich Legacies to the. Poor of the Pa- 
rith, Where are thele mighty Sums to be rifed ? ) 
Where is there fuch a Grammar to be had ? I will 
rot anfwer, as he did, Even where your Worthip 
pleafes. ‘No, it is dur good Fortune to have fueh a 
Grammar, with Notes, now in the Prefs, and to be 
publifhed next Term. —— | 

J hear it isa chargeable Work, and with the Pub- 
lifher to have Cuttomers of all that have Need of 
{uch a Book; yet fancy that he cen not be much a 
Sufterer, if it is only bought by all that have anore 
Need for it than they think they have. 

A certain Author brought a Poem to Mr. Gunley; 
for his Perufal and Judgment of the Performance, 
which he demanded at the next Vifit with a Poe- 
tafier’s Affurance ; and’ Mr. Conley, with his atual 
Madelty, defired that he would be pleated to look a 
little to the Grammar of it. To the Grammar of it ! 
What do you mein, Sir? Would you tend meto 
School again ? Why, Mr. H-----, Would it do you 
any Harm ? 

This put me on confidering how this Voyage of 
Litera:ure may be made with more Satety and Pro- 
fit, Expedition and Delight ; and at latt, for come 
pleating fo good a Service, to requelt your Di- 
rections in io deplorable a Cafe; hoping that, a8 
you have had Compaflion on our over-grown Cox- 
combs in Concerns of Jefs Confequence, you will 
exert your Charity towards Ynnocents, and vouch- 
fafe to be Guardian to the Children ‘and Youth of 
Great Britain in this important Affair of Edwcation, 
wherein Miftakes and wrong Meafures have fo of- 
ten occafioned their Averfion to Books, that had o- 
therwile proved the chief Ornament and Pleafure 
of their Life. Iam with fincereft Refpect, 


SIR, 
Your, &c. 


Mr. Bicker fof. St. C----nts, OF 5, 
I Obierve, as the Seafon begins to grow cold, fo 

does People’s Devotion ; infomuch that, innttead 
of filling the Churches, that united Zeal might keep 
oiie warm there, one is left to freeze in almoft bare 
Walls, by thofe whoin hot Weather are troubletom 
the contrary Way. This, Sir, needs a Regulation 
that none but you can give toit, by caufing thote 
who abfent themielves on Account of Weather on- 
Ky this Winter Time, to By the Apothecaries Bills, 
occafionied by Coughs, Catarrhs, and other Dillem- 
pers contracied by fitting in empty Seats. Theretore 
to you I apply my telf tor Redrets, having gotten 


‘tuch a Cold on Sunday was Sevenmeht, that has 


brought me almolt to your Worthips Age tm 
Sixty within leis than a Fortmight. fam, 


Your Worfhip’s in all Obedience, 
W. E. 


Advertifements. 


- The Turrp Volume of the Lucusrations 


o' Maac Bickeritotf Efqj on a large Letrer, in Octave, dtieg now 
in the Prefs; {uch as pleafe to fubfcribe tor it on-a Royal 
Poper, to keep up their Sets, are céfired ro fend their Names 
co Charles Lilly, Perfumer, the Corncr ot Beautord Buildings in 
the Strand, and John Moi phew near Stationerse“tall. Where the 
Firft and Sccond Volumes are to be del:vered. 
Alt Sorts of fine Silks and Mercery GooJs for Blank 
Lottery Tickets, at 71. 10s. a Tic ket, and fold as cheap as 
ter Specie, at the Eagle and Child on Lucgare Hill. 





Morning-Gowns for Men and Women, of Silk, Stuffs, ang 

Callicue’s (being theGeods of Perfons that failea) whichwey 
to be difpofed of at the Olive-trce and Still, are now to be fold 
the Golden Sugar-Loaf ap ene Pir of Stairs, over-againft the Hel, 
at Gharing-Crofs ; with a frejh Parcel at very low Rates, the Pricy 
being fet ox each Gown. é 


*«" There is juft publithed, A -neat acd beautiful By}. 
tion ot The great Nec. fli y and Advantage of Publick P:ayer 
and Frequent Communion, defigned to r.vive Primitive Prey; 
with Meditations, Ejaculations, and Prayers, before, ar, and after, 
the Sacramcar,- Tne Fourth Edition. By W. Beveridge, D.D; 
late Lord Bifhop of Se. Afaph. Price 1s. in Sheep, and 18, 64, 
in Cait, with an All »wance co thote pious Perfons thar buy Num. 
bers togive away. Princed for R. Smith in Exerei-Exchange in 
the Strand. Where may be had any ot the faid Bifhop’s Works. 
as allo ready Money tor any Library ov Parcel of Books, . 
Deiniing-Blailes, Oecaaters, Cruers, &c, 
‘Tuere having of tate been many Advertifemen 
pudlithed, ot Flint-Giafs {old at fome particular Places gt 
12 d. iper Pound ; This ts to give Notice, That 12 4. per Pound 
is che Current Price the Shopkeey‘ers dt London and Weftmin. 
fter do fli at. And all Gentlemen and others may, ar any 6f 
the faid Snops, have any Sort of Flint-Glafles, (and Glaffes made 
to Pattern) at i2 d, per Pound, 
F OR Sale by the Candle, on Wednefday the 111) 
*  lIndtane, at Lioyd’s Ccffce-houfe in Lombard-itiect, at five 
in the Atrernoon, (only 1. Cask in aot) viz. 25 Pipes, 1 Pun. 
chega, 2 Halt-Pipes, and 4 Quarter-Casks, of new Wie Che 
rilia Mountain Wine, neat, an entire Cargo, imported by the 
wo Brothers from the Azores, and landed the sh Inftent ap 
Semmer’s-Key rear Bill nzigate ; now in 4 Ground Warchoofe 
in the Gateway of Sominei’sKey aforelaid. To be tafted on 
Monday and Tuelday nex’, trom 7 to 1, and from 2 to 6, and 
ali Wednefday till me Hour ot Sale, ‘10 be {ld by T. Tom. 
kias, Broker, in Seething-lane, between Tower-itreer and 
Crouched-Fryars. 
The moft valuable Parcel of G 04s ever yet expofed t6 Sale 
be feen at the Naked Boy in Sisetivee dee. Coveted 
His is to give Notice, That Mrs. Symonds’s Sale of 
a Japan’d Cabiner, and weighry late, being near full (in 
which, oelides the Number of large Prizes,there are bur 11 Blanks 
@ Prize ) will be drawn within a Fortmight. Tickets are to be 
had at Mr. Wyviil’s, a Silkman, ac the Biue Boar néar the Cop. 
duit in Gneaplide ; Mr. Lillie’, Pertiinier, the Corner of Beap. 
ford.Buildings ; Mrs. Page’s, a Milliner, in King-ftreet, Wet. 
minfter ; at Mr. Clark’s China-fhop in King-{treet, Gutldhal) , 
Mrs. Symonds's in Exerer-Exchange-court in the Strand; Mr, Skin. 
man’s, Diltiller, in St. James’s Market ¢ and ar,the Nakéd 
in Henrietta-ftreet, Covent-Garden, at ¢ s. per, Ticker, 


THIS isto give Notice, Thar Mr. Perers’s Sale of | 


Houfes in Glocetter-ftreet, ot 1000 |. for Half a Crown, bei: 
neat full, will be drawn on Monday the 23d Inttant without fail, 
Tickers are to be hadat Mr. Haltty’s; fronmonger, in Wand: 
itrect ; Mr. Farran’s, Goldfmith, at the Biue Periwig in Rufeh 
Rreet, Covent-Garden ; Mr. Ghantril], Shoemaker; at_ the Cor- 
ner of Tooley-ftreet ; Mr, Lillie’s, Perfumer, at the Corner of 
Beautord- Buildings ; at Rice’s Colfee houle in the Haymarkee; 


‘ Mr. Smith’s at the Black Spread Eagle in Leaden-hall Marker ; 


Mr. Wind’s, Citefemonger, near Stocks-Market; Mr. Ruttei’s 
in Sr. Joh’s-ttreer ; ac the T'wo Houfes in Glecefter-ftrect; 
and all che other Places menvioned in the Propofals. 

N EB Hundred Pounds for Half a Crown : Of, 

Propofals tor feverel Prizes, by. Mr. William Morris ; 4 
fine Diamond Crofs fee eranfoarenc with a Burtcon all ‘Brilliant, 
viate, Atlafles on Silk, tix Silk Night-Gowns, and feveral other 
valuable Tings. It’s propofed to deliver our by Sub'eription 
Two Thouland Five Han red Tickers, in which there are 177 
Prizes, the highett 100 1, the loweft 11s, and 13 Blanks toa 
Prize. Tickers tu be had at Mrs. Piskney’s, a Miliner, in Tavi- 
ttuck-ft ect, next tu te Cheelemonger’s in Suurhampion-fiett 
iv Bedturd-Bunidings ; Mr. Ardiews’s, Glover, at the Ball and 
Glove in Charles coure in the siraid, near York-Bujldings; 
“ir, Green’s in Cary-lare, near Goldfimiths-hall ; Mr, Barnara’s, 
Glovetetler, ac Mr. Tompion’s, the Corner ot Waret-lane, Fleet- 
itreet 5 Mr. Srotve’s, Bookfeller, at the Key and Bible againt 
the Me vs-gat-, C aring-C ols, Note, Che Goods are to be feen 
at M -Anarews’s aturefaid, and will cert unly de drawn on ‘tue 
day U:100, 17, owt ot rewo Whecls by two Parifh Boy-,at che Gieat 
Koom in York. Buildings: And it not drawn, the Money to de 
recurned, 
ME: Guthridge’s Sixpenny Sale of Goods, over 
f egainit N wtoik-ttreetiin the Strand, at rhe Toy-thop, s 
t» begin re be drawn this May, all Prizes. the Goods are, a Slver 
Wares, a Pearl Necklace, a Gold Ring, a Si.ver D.am-Cup, 
iarher of Pearl Ear-ring:, 100.Lors of otive: ‘Tea Spoons, and 
ovher Goods, all Silver; Ribands, Fans, kegivgs, and arier 
t,u0's. The Fwopenny Sale ot all Prizes continues at the fame 
Pic. 
I the Office of Infurance on Marriage iu King’s 


Head Court in Petticuat-lane, néar Brihoptgare-ttieet, any 


~Per'o 1, by paying 2s. a¢ ther Entrancet.ra Policy and Stamps, 


and 1 ¢ towards each Matriage, unri: heir ovo, or the Me 
siege ot che Perion on whom they fubferibe, will fecure ro then 
felves 1091. when iull, and in the mean Time in en ace 
cording ce the Number ot Subfcribers then — ne Advan 
tages ot ea: ly Enniance willapr sar by rhe Prope fals, whicn may 
be had Gratis at the « flice, wher: Attendance is .iven every Daye 
Nore, Phatat wa.l be che interedt ot all Perfou. who intend w 
enter edo it firthwith, to prevent any other Perfon trom Ww 


ring on then. 
— 





~ Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Hull ; where Adv ertifements are taken in. 
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